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Development of Production, Marketing and Group Setting by Coconut Growers
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) community context (2) basic information on socio-
economic, and lifestyle of coconut growers (3) production circumstance, coconut processing and marketing
(4) circumstance of group setting, opinions, satisfaction and participation in group setting by coconut growers
(5) problems and suggestions of coconut growers (6) directions toward production development, marketing
and group setting of coconut growers.

The sample comprised 67 coconut growers in Bang khun thian District. Data was collected from all
of the population and by purposive sampling, 12 samples were staff, community leader and growers. The
instrument for data collection included structured interview, informal talk with groups, documents relating to
community context as well as non participant observation. Data was analyzed by computer programs.
Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Research results were as follows. (1) As low land close to the sea, Bang khun thian District fertile
soil is suitable for growing coconut and other fruit trees. (2) Most of growers’ average age was 56.13 years
and completed lower primary education. Their average experience in coconut growing was 9.69 years. Their
average coconut growing area was 7.58 rai. Their average number of family member was 3.87 persons. The
average household income from agricultural sector was 72,491.34 baht/year while the average income from
non-agricultural sector was 34,017 baht/year. Their receiving agricultural information was at low level. Their
lifestyle appeared to be rural society rather than urban society. (3) Most of them grew coconut Konjeep
species. The average age of coconut tree was 8.62 years. Their average product was 1,365.97 coconut
fruits/rai/year. Chemical fertilizer formula 16-16-16 was widely used. The average ratio of chemical fertilizer
utilization was 17.66 kg/rai while organic fertilizer which was cow dung was used at the average ratio 72.68
kg/rai. The most found pest was coconut hispine beetle. Most of them sold out the whole coconut fruits
through middlemenn who came to buy coconuts in their plantation. The average price was 7.27 baht/fruit. (4)
The purpose of coconut growers’ group setting was to build friendship, unity and favorable relations which
would enable the group to promote members’ capacity development, as source of knowledge transfer and
knowledge dissemination to coconut growers in community. Members’ satisfaction towards group setting
was at high level. However, members’ participation in their group operation was at medium level. (5) Their
problem regarding diseases, insects and insufficient of materials for the group operation was at high level. For
suggestion, most of them would like to continuously receive asecodes hispinarum boucek and also new
coconut variety. (6) In terms of directions for development, they suggested products quality and products
processing be improved. Knowledge and capacity building of group members should be developed as well.

Keywords: Young Coconut Production, Young Coconut Marketing, Group Setting By Coconut Growers,
Bang khun thian District
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